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European Arrest Warrant: A solution ahead of its time? examines the Eurowarrant
from a human rights perspective, providing a balanced assessment of the project.
It argues that the fundamental philosophy behind the new system — placing the
judiciary rather than politicians at the heart of the process — is to be welcomed.
But it also emphasises the need for strong procedural safeguards and identifies

gaps in the EAW itself that need to be plugged if it is to work in practice.
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EUROPEAN ARREST WARRANT
A solution ahead of its time?

The Eurowarrant must be implemented in all member states by January 2004. It
marks a radical step in the creation of a European area of freedom, security and
justice. But is the EU trying to run before it can walk? Conceived for the purpose of
combating cross-border crime — whilst at the same time improving safeguards for
suspects — the Eurowarrant’s rapid birth has produced a legal instrument both
premature in terms of EU-wide law and under-developed in terms of technical detail.

European Arrest Warrant: A solution ahead of its time? features:

® Protection of rights and the European Arrest Warrant

® Double criminality

® Abolition of traditional bars to extradition

® Guarantees, grounds for refusal and the role of the judicial authority

® Developments in procedural safeguards

® Useful appendices including an analysis of the UK Extradition Bill 2002 and
comparable legislation from Ireland, Denmark, France and Spain; relevant
provisions under international human rights instruments; tables of adverse
judgments under articles 3, 5 and 6 ECHR 2001 - 2003; the EU Framework
Decision on the EAW, 13 June 2002
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