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10am – 5pm

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Northcliffe House entrance, 28 Tudor Street, London EC4Y 0AY

£10 (£5 to JUSTICE members)

Keynote Speaker:

Baroness Helena Kennedy QC
Human rights are an established part of the legal landscape. Human rights principles inform policy
making at all levels, and human rights arguments are commonplace in hearings – from the magistrates
court to the House of Lords and beyond.

Human rights law is no longer a marginal interest. As budding lawyer, you cannot afford to be
ignorant of the law and practice in this area. 

This one-day conference gives the lawyers of tomorrow a unique insight into:

� The key principles underpinning human rights, civil liberties and democracy
� Human rights in adversity – counter-terrorism policy and practice since 9/11
� Human rights in action – interactive workshops on fair trial rights
� Human rights and the constitution – the Human Rights Act and a British Bill of Rights
� Human rights at work – the potential for a career as a human rights lawyer

Organised by

JUSTICE Student Human Rights Network

Hosted by 

Supported by

Images: King John signs Magna Carta (1215); Bill of Rights (1689); Eleanor Roosevelt and UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948); European Court of Human Rights; JUSTICE report A British Bill of Rights (2007)



Human Rights, Civil Liberties and Democracy
A conference for law students, trainee solicitors and pupil barristers

PROGRAMME
09.45 Coffee and Registration

10.00 Welcome
Clarissa O’Callaghan, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

10.10 JUSTICE and human rights – an introduction
Roger Smith, director of JUSTICE 

10.20 Human rights, civil liberties and democracy
Baroness Helena Kennedy QC, 
chair of JUSTICE Council
Democracy and human rights are sometimes seen as opposed
to each other. In truth, they are integrally linked. Respect for,
and understanding of, human rights complement, and are key
parts of, any functioning democracy.

11.00 Human rights and counter-terrorism – 
principles, challenges and resolutions
Eric Metcalfe, JUSTICE
The Human Rights Act came into force less than a year before
the events of 9/11. Since then, the response to terrorism has
provided a challenge to the fledgling human rights legislation
well beyond whatever could have been expected. The
consequence has been a dialogue between courts and
Parliament. What have been the difficult issues and how have

they been resolved?

11.30 Coffee Break

12.00 Workshops based on case studies: 
fair trial and Article 6 ECHR
These interactive workshops provide an opportunity to
examine key issues in detail. Delegates should choose
one workshop – documentation for all three workshops
will be included in the delegate pack.

1 Anonymous witnesses
Sally Ireland, JUSTICE
The Crown Prosecution Service wants to use an anonymous
witness to implicate a defendant in a 'street gang' related
murder. In what circumstances (if any) would this be

appropriate? What safeguards should be in place?

2 The European Arrest Warrant 

Jodie Blackstock, JUSTICE
A Bulgarian magistrate has issued a Eurowarrant for the return
from the UK of a defendant in relation to alleged fraud. The
defendant, a UK national, says he is not guilty and that the case
is a vendetta against him by a local mafia chief and he will not

get a fair trial. Can he successfully refuse to go?

3 Secret evidence 

Eric Metcalfe, JUSTICE
The Home Secretary imposes a control order but wishes to
withhold key evidence from the defendant on the basis that it
would endanger national security. What are the relevant
principles at stake?

1.00 Sandwich lunch

2.00 Human rights and the constitution
Roger Smith, JUSTICE
The Human Rights Act led indirectly to the demise of the
ancient role of the Lord Chancellor. It has also caused major
debate about the role of the judiciary in holding the executive
and Parliament accountable to human rights principles. The Act
has become very controversial: the Conservative Party argues
for its repeal. How is the constitution changing under the
influence of the Human Rights Act?

2.30 A British bill of rights: good idea or not?
Bob Grindrod, BVC, Nottingham Law School
Julia Bartholomew, BVC, City University
Connor Johnston, MA conversion course, Sheffield
University
Marija Brackovic, GDL, College of Law
Poonam Pattni, GDL, College of Law
Chair: Wafa Shah, ex-intern, JUSTICE
Both the government and opposition have argued for a ‘British
bill of rights’ to supplement – or even replace – the Human
Rights Act. Would a homegrown bill of rights extend or restrict
rights?

3.30 Tea

4.00 Human rights careers – a panel discussion
Tom Hickman, Blackstone Chambers
Patrick Doris, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Richard de Friend, College of Law
Roger Smith, JUSTICE
What kind of careers will allow you to develop an interest in
human rights? Can you realistically practise human rights
within a career at the Bar? In a City firm? In a legal aid practice?
As a government lawyer? Anywhere else?

4.45 Taking the JUSTICE Student Human Rights 
Network forward
Hayley Smith, JUSTICE
The network has now held two conferences, a number of
training seminars and is in its third year of producing electronic
bulletins. What have you thought worthwhile? How might we
take the network further? How could we integrate it more

within JUSTICE’s core work?

5.00 Finish

For further information on this conference
please contact JUSTICE 
020 7762 6422 or jshrn@justice.org.uk 



Human Rights,
Civil Liberties and
Democracy

More information on the organisations involved:

JUSTICE is a UK-based charity promoting access to justice,
human rights and the rule of law – through research, 
education, lobbying and interventions in the courts. It is 
the British section of the International Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ).
www.justice.org.uk

JUSTICE Student Human Rights Network
Set up in 2006 to support all those studying the law and
who are interested in human rights.
www.justice.org.uk/jshrn/home.htm

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
One of the world's leading international law firms, with
more than 2,400 lawyers working across 26 offices in 15
countries.
www.freshfields.com

The College of Law
The largest legal training and education establishment in
Europe, with centres in Birmingham, Chester, Guildford,
London and York.
www.college-of-law.co.uk

Booking form (please complete a separate form for each delegate)

Please book me a place on the Human Rights, Civil Liberties and Democracy conference on Saturday 14 March 2009 

Please find herewith my payment of:
� £10 Standard fee
� £5 JUSTICE member discount fee. My JUSTICE membership number is _______________________________

(Please contact JUSTICE on 020 7762 6422 or jshrn@justice.org.uk if you are unsure of your membership number or status)

� £25 Combined JUSTICE membership and conference fee (includes JUSTICE annual student/trainee/pupil membership fee of £21)

Payment

� I enclose a cheque for £_______ payable to JUSTICE

� Please charge the following card
� VISA    � MASTERCARD    � MAESTRO (UK)   � SOLO card   (please tick card type)

Name of cardholder______________________________________________

Card Number

Expiry date __ __ /__ __   Valid from __ __ /__ __   Issue number (Maestro UK only) __ __   Security code __ __ __

About you
I am a � law student � trainee solicitor � pupil barrister

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address*_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Postcode _______________ Telephone ______________________________ Email ________________________________________________
* if you are paying via credit or debit card, this should be the card-holder's address

College, firm or chambers _____________________________________________________

12pm workshop choice:   � anonymous witnesses     � Eurowarrant     � secret evidence

Any special or dietary requirements _____________________________________________

Please return your completed form with payment to: JUSTICE, 59 Carter Lane, London EC4V 5AQ Fax 020 7329 5055

JUSTICE Registered charity no 1058580. A company limited by guarantee and registered in England No 3216897. VAT registration number 885 6885 45 

Cancellation policy
Places are transferable – please contact
JUSTICE to arrange. In view of the low
delegate fee involved, our policy is not to
issue refunds


