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Practitioners advising asylum-seekers can no longer afford to be unaware 

of European Community law. The EU Reception Directive – which imposes 

minimum standards of support on all member states – is now part of UK law.

Asylum Support: A practitioners’ guide to the EU Reception Directive examines the 

directive’s requirements in relation to:

• the duty to maintain family unity

• the duty to provide information

• the right to documents confirming status

• access to education

• access to employment

• access to health care

• the duty to provide housing and financial support

• the duty to assess and meet special needs of vulnerable people

•  the duty, when dealing with children, to safeguard their best interests and 

make specific support arrangements

• the circumstances in which support may be withdrawn

• the right to appeal negative support decisions.

Asylum Support: A practitioners’ guide to the EU Reception Directive is a clear 

and concise examination of the directive, its transposition into UK law and its 

implications for those advising asylum-seekers. Part I gives a basic grounding in 

European Community law. Part II deals with the directive itself, and the steps 

which the UK has taken to implement its requirements.
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This guide will:
•  help advisers to interpret the new rules and asylum support regulations 
•  assist with challenges where domestic provisions appear to fall short of 

Community law standards
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