
A Bill of Rights for the UK?



Political Context

The Labour Party

Part of Gordon Brown’s plans 
for constitutional reforms



Political Context

The Conservative Party

Cameron has pledged to repeal 
HRA and replace it with a 
‘British Bill of Rights’



Political Context

The Liberal Democrats

The Lib Dems see a Bill of 
Rights as part of a UK Written 
Constitution



Political Context

JUSTICE at the party conferences

• Need for consensus

• ECHR plus

• Responsibilities?

• The Human Rights Act



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

Less rights

More rights

Clarification of rights

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

“Fewer Rights, More Wrongs”

To deport people that we don’t like

Rebalance rights and 
responsibilities

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES: Less Rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

HRA not enough

‘British’ rights

Socio-economic rights

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES: More Rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

Updating for 21st century

Privacy vs Free Expression

Proportionality and limitation of 
rights

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES: Clarification of 
Rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

Section 2 HRA

Sections 3 and 4 HRA

Section 6 HRA

Sections 10 and 19 HRA

PROCEDURAL ISSUES



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

The Media and the HRA

Popular Myths

Euroscepticism

Public Authorities

A culture of rights

COSMETIC ISSUES



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

ECHR plus

HRA mechanisms

Consensus

Devolution

A culture of rights

MINIMUM CONDITIONS



A Bill of Rights for the UK?


