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Political Context

The Labour Party

Part of Gordon Brown’s plans
for constitutional reforms
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Political Context

0 We will work with councils to freeze council tax for two years
- saving over £200 for the typical family.

° -
[ | I I l ‘ I ‘7 t P t We will reassess 2.6million people on Incapacity
e O n S e a— lve ar y Banefit to see if they are fit for work. Every out-of-work
benefit cloimant capable of doing so will be expected
to work or prepare for work.

9 We will repioce the Human Rights Act with a new Brifish
Bill of Rights to strengthen Britain's raditional liberties.

Cameron has pledged to repeal O 5o, by e Beom cncirecuce e rumpe. i,
scope and influence of quangos.

HRA and replace it With a We will honour the Miltary Covenant we have with our

brave troops and moke sure they are properly equipped
to do their jobs. We will also infroduce a free spors and

¢ BI’ItlSh B 111 Of Rl ghts > entetainment Tickets for Troops programme.

0 We will cut corporation tax to create jobs, reform
inheritance fax to encourage saving and bulld o
stronger sociely by rewarding marriage and families in
the tax and benelit system.

0 We will get to grips with national debt and public spending
to keep interast rates lower for longer and boost investment
- this is vital for the recovery.

0 We will help restore discipline fo schools by giving heads
the final say on exclusions. Our NHS is spacial so wa will
protect its budged.
If the Lisbon Treaty is not yet in force at the time of the
next general elaction we will suspend rafification, hold a
referendum and compaign for a No vote.
@ We'll double magisirates’ senfencing powers from six
months to a year ond make sure knife offenders can expect

to go to jail. And we will get more police officers on the streed
by slashing poperwork, including the stop and account form.
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Political Context

=  The Liberal Democrats

The Lib Dems see a Bill of
Rights as part of a UK Written
Constitution

LIBERAL
DEMOCRAT




Political Context

= JUSTICE at the party conferences
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* Need for consensus
 ECHR plus
* Responsibilities?

e The Human Rights Act

A

JUSTICE




Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

= Less rights
= More rights

=  Clarification of rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES: Less Rights

= “Fewer Rights, More Wrongs”
= To deport people that we don’t like

= Rebalance rights and
responsibilities



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES: More Rights

= HRA not enough
= ‘British’ rights

= Socio-economic rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES: Clarification of
Rights
= Updating for 215 century

= Privacy vs Free Expression

= Proportionality and imitation of
rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

PROCEDURAL ISSUES

= Section 2 HRA

= Sections 3 and 4 HRA

= Section 6 HRA

= Sections 10 and 19 HRA



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

COSMETIC ISSUES

= The Media and the HRA
= Popular Myths

= FEuroscepticism

= Public Authorities

= A culture of rights



Why would we need a Bill of Rights?

MINIMUM CONDITIONS

= ECHR plus
= HRA mechanisms
= Consensus
= Devolution
= A culture of rights
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